Sharps disposal in the ED: simple techniques and equipment.
Disposal of sharp instruments and needles ("sharps") is an ongoing problem in the emergency department (ED). Cleanup and disposal of needles and other sharps after a procedure is the responsibility of all ED personnel, including physicians. Simple cleanup techniques are explained and illustrated. All techniques are designed to be done (1) without exposing physician to a needle stick, (2) with equipment readily available in the ED, and (3) with containers readily seen by those disposing of the sharps and other materials. Adherence to these cleanup procedures should help lessen the problem of sharps and disease exposure in the ED.